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WE HAVE ROBUST COVID-19 SAFETY Im 
MEASURES TO KEEP OUR CUSTOMERS 
AND EMPLOYEES SAFE! 


GO TO FOR DETAILS. 
AND CHECK OUT OUR SUMMER SPECIALS BELOW. 


($170 value) 
One hour of brainstorming, idea generation, and a chance to pick 
the brain of one of our award-winning designers on anything about 
your home and what might be possible 


($510 value) 


3 hours of design consultation (one 3 hour meeting, 
on site drafting/concepting) 


On-site space review 
Concept development 


Conceptual sketches 
For an additional $69 you can add 3D computer perspective sketches. 


($1,020 value) 


6 hours of design consultation 
(two 2 hour meetings, 1 hour materials selection, 1 hour drafting) 


On site space review 
Concept development 
Conceptual sketches 

Material selection ideas 

Tile concept (kitchens & bath) 


($320 value) 


3 hours of carpenter time 


($560 value) 


6 hours of carpenter time 


($680 value) 
2 hours of designer time 


4 hours of carpenter time 


* Design is conceptual only and is not intended for use in obtaining a permit, or serving as construction 
drawings. Designers are not responsible for identifying or solving mechanical, electrical, or plumbing concems. 


Offer includes labor only. Materials used are billed at cost + 5% for processing. Permits, if required 
are billed at cost +5% for processing. Time spent driving to acquire materials is counted against total 
carpenter time. Carpenters cannot perform the work of other trades (plumbers, electricians, HVAC, 
etc). Carpenters cannot perform any work that will result in a code violation. Homeowners may supply 
materials. Carpenters cannot use tools supplied by homeowners 


Limited quantities available. One offer per household. Due to limited time and labor, each offer will 
close on 9/30/20, or after 10 purchases. 
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ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZERS 
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guests to please bring & wear a mask when not eating or 


Admission will be limited to venue capacity stipulated by current | 


State COVID-19 guidelines. 
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- Uptown Fitness is open and training 
members in person again. 


One Treatment Center 


- We have always specialized in small ut Е . 
group training. Our maximum of 4 Does Not Fit All 
members with a coach still stands and is à Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


perfect for the new normal of social d і Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize іп: 
distancing. і * Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

4 7 + Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
-We have the procedures and protocols + Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
in place to be the safest, best and most - Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
results-oriented gym around alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


Employment Opportunity - Full Time Residential Counselor 
The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 


• Blue Cross Blue Shield * United * United 
e Health Parters • Aetna - UBH/Medica 


- Call or visit our website to schedule Ág + Preferred One - Cigna * MN Medicaid 
your No неа тото get started: \ Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com 
952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 


612-315-4152 — Please visit 
www.uptownfitnessmn.com jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/jobs for all open positions 


- We're about serving the community. We 
believe in inclusivity, and believe racism 
and hate have no place in this world. 
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with the purchase of a high efficiency furnace" (fourth-generation) 
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www.StyleByMax 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
‘American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


AMERICAN FAMILY A 
JP INSURANCE | 


9 Мей 


All your protection under one roof® 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #8C378021 


www .houseliftinc.com 
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FROM THE EDITOR | 


2020: 

PRIDE 

19 STILL 
ALIVE 


I was at the Mall of America on Tuesday March 17, doing a quick, 
drop-in style mission, with the hopes of securing a new pair of pants. 


The world changed while I was in the dressing room. 


Maybe it was the pants, they are pretty great. I bought them; tremen- 
dous deal. What I walked into that day was a mostly-empty mall, which 
only had plans to shut down the indoor theme park for two-weeks, begin- 
ning the following day. 

In mid-March we knew about the virus—COVID-19 was the buzz- 
word atop everyone’s mind, we just had no idea what it had in store for 
us. By the time I left, the mall had plans to close in its entirety for two 
weeks, effective immediately. And that was just the tip of the Orewellian- 
shaped iceberg. 

To be clear, I fully support cooperating with the guidelines set fourth 
by people smarter than myself. Preservation of life is paramount; we can 
make some relatively minor adjustments to our lives in hopes of saving 
others’. As we’re learning, guidelines are a dynamic tool, and they’ve 
put all sorts of pressure on all sorts of people—and proven our ability 
to adapt. 

There was an unsettling scramble as I was leaving the mall on that 
day of decision. Merchants mounted a hasty attempt to lockdown their 
valuables and fortify their storefronts for a two-week standstill. After 
slamming down their security gates, mall vendors would join the uni- 
directional flow of humans evacuating the shopping behemoth, taking 
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whatever property they could carry. 

It sounded insane at the time: A two-week lockdown. People being 
asked (told) to stay home. Paychecks coming to a halt, in many cases. 
Masks, sanitizer, new buzz-phrases, like social distancing and flatten the 
curve —the virus was spreading in so many ways. 

I am writing this on July 23, 2020, the day after Minnesota Governor 
Tim Walz announced a statewide mask mandate, covering public and 
indoor spaces. A full four months after the mall announced a two-week 
closure, we’re deep into a restrictive, but generally accepted life. The 
mall has reopened, but the indoor theme park hasn’t heard a shriek or 
seen a soda spill since mid-March. Restaurants have reopened to a new 
but adequate version of dining out, while professional sports have seen 
their seasons virtually decimated. Concerts, festivals, and our beloved 
PRIDE—gone. 

Alive is the human-spirit. Our aforementioned adaptability has 


shined bright in the past few months, as we created “2020 versions" of 
our normal lives. Whether it's visiting a loved one through a window, 
transforming your home into an office or school, attending a Zoom wed- 
ding—we've all shared in the experience of living this amended life. As 
evidenced in this issue, Lavender readers found safe and enjoyable ways 
to get together and share PRIDE with those they love. The photos we've 
featured are just a sample of the reader submissions, with many other 
memories made during this PRIDE. 

This is a year to learn. From home. Pm not saying that we all should 
stay inside and read all day, (but you should) but I am saying we can 
learn a lot about ourselves in times like these. For someone like myself, 
Ilearned that a lot of my of life already resembles quarantine guidelines. 
I'm ready to rock. I also learned that online shopping isn't so bad, but 
it's more important than ever to support the local brick-and-mortars that 
matter to you. Learn a new craft. Get your bike tuned-up by your local 
shop and then RIDE the thing—totally legal. Riding the city streets at 
the speed of bicycle is a great way to see your hometown. You can see 
the bricks of community and breathe-in fresher air than we've seen in 
decades. It's close to being together. 

PRIDE, the week, has come and gone. Loring Park didn't roar to life 
for the weekend of festivities and Hennepin Avenue didn't close for a 
parade route. But PRIDE still happened. People got together virtually, 
distanced, or otherwise, and made what they could of it. I have no doubt 
that this year will stand out in everyone's minds, clearer than years past, 
given the disruptive nature of virus-life. People will remember their 
makeshift PRIDE celebrations, and they'll have such individualized ex- 
periences to share. We at Lavender are grateful to have photo evidence 
of people doing what they have to in order to come together. Even when 
it's apart. 

In a time when we can't gather, it's still encouraging to see dispersed 
PRIDE. I 
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AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARD KNOWLEDGE 


As the Black Plague ravaged 
Europe in 1346, no one under- 
stood why they'd been afflicted. 
The 14th century folk of every sta- 
tion were ignorant, having no way 
to know the cause of their wide- 
spread destruction which was 
later estimated to have consumed 
some 50,000,000 souls-60 percent 
of Europe's population. 

Up to the 19th century, chol- 
era outbreaks were considered to 
be caused by miasma, particles 
floating through the air to infect 
its victims. In 1854 (during the 
cholera pandemic of 1848-1860) an 
outbreak in London around Broad 
Street, Soho, killed 616 people. Dr. 
John Snow's studies and mapping 
of the area led to the discovery 
that cholera was caused by germ- 
infected water drawn, in this case, 
from a specific pump. They were 
ignorant then, but Dr. Snow led the 
way to knowledge. The bacterium 
was named Vibrio cholera, and we 
now know it is spread through the 
ingestion of contaminated food or 
water. 

Ignorance can be a way-station 
along the journey, offering an op- 
portunity to gain knowledge, or 
to remain in ignorance. At its least 
freighted, “ignorance” simply 
means lacking knowledge or un- 
derstanding of the thing in ques- 
tion, without the judgmental mark- 
er of “stupid.” The Danish mystic 
Max Heindal said, “The man who 
realizes his ignorance has taken 
the first step toward knowledge.” 

Which brings us to today. We 
are in the midst of a world-wide 
pandemic. The medical profes- 
sions have made huge strides 
over the centuries; our equipment 
allows us to see beyond Antonie 
van Leeuwenhoek's “very little 


animalcules” he first glimpsed in 
1764 through a lens he’d ground 
himself. The self-taught Dutch sci- 
entist went from ignorance to the 
limited-though amazing—knowl- 
edge of single-celled life. Viruses 
were not yet known, though their 
existence has haunted mankind to 
the present day through smallpox, 
measles, Ebola, and now, SARS- 
CoV-2. 

We are still ignorant of much 
concerning COVID-19, though we 
may make the analogy that viral 
plague requirements are similar to 
those that fire needs to consume 
a forest. First, suitable hosts, ex- 
isting close together in sufficient 
numbers (a city, a forest) to allow 
the virus to spread readily, and 
assure replacements for dead or 
consumed hosts. Plague in a small 
village before modern travel would 
decimate the inhabitants, then 
burn itself out. Today’s world of 
fers plenty of viral fuel. Us. 

To repeat: Very simple mea- 
sures are available as firebreaks 
for our COVID-19 conflagration. 
This virus is thought to spread 
from person to person through 
respiratory droplets in exhala- 
tions; singing, shouting, sneezing, 
coughing and so on. Again: Keep 
at least six feet from other people; 
Wear a mask out shopping or with 
others to protect them; Self-isolate 
as much as possible when not nec- 
essary to leave home. 

COVID-19 will be with us until it 
burns through us, taking unknown 
numbers with it; until it burns out, 
if hosts are not available (isolated); 
or a vaccine is discovered. We are 
ignorant but can learn. “Being ig- 
norant is not so much a shame,” 
warned Benjamin Franklin, “as be- 
ing unwilling to learn." И 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 9 


DUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


DYKES ON BIKES TWIN 
CITIES PRIDE ASHLEY RUKES 
VIRTUAL PRIDE PARADE 


JUNE 14, 2020 


hoto by Sophia Hantzes 
E мнн 


— 


M 
op! 


N EN. 
» = 
4 S » 7 
la.Hantzes 
~ u із 


> EN 
be | e l М el 


Photo by Sop ues а - Photo Бу.5, 
A Ха photo EN і 


“ Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
= = 


10 | LAVENDER | JULY 30-AUGUST 12, 2020 


THE HISTORIC WATER STREET INN 


STAYCATIO 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub 

• NEW Rooftop Patio: Papa's 

• 61 Guest Rooms (NEW ADDITION) 
* Elegant & Modern Rooms 

* Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces 

* River Front Balconies 

* Event Coordinator & Concierge 

* Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

e Weddings & Receptions 

• LIVE Irish Music Every Fri & Sat 


‘STEEL ROOFING & SIDING 
GREEN-DURABLE 


QUARVECOM (763) 785-1472 SINC 


RT ГГ ьо 


aaa OA EADE METAL ROOFING & SIDING 


to get a $20 Pub Credit to 


use during your stay! þ OF MINNESOTA 


WATERSTREETINN.US 
651-439-6000 


{ar 


eat • drink • bowl • party 


Group Reservations Є Bowling Parties, Available! 
Private Party Spaces labor, o Outdoor! 


SU en 301 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 


952-929-6810 jdhoyts.com 
WWW.PARKTAVERN.NET (612) 338-1560 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 11 


LAVENDER S 


eg 


PARTIES 


TOGETHER WHILE APART FOR PRIDE 


Peart > Bonham 


Photo by Kaitlin Walsh 


12 | LAVENDER | JULY 30-AUGUST 12, 2020 


^ 


NY й 
Photolbý Fhómas Вож 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 13 


LENDER; 22 


PRIDE К HOME 
PARTIES 


TOGETHER WHILE APART FOR PRIDE 


Photo by Angela Le 


! v 
y to by Kaitlia Walsh 
Ugo о by KaitlipWals| 


а 
- Ё. 
I Photo by Tomy Laundrie € = 


Photo by Roger Zierman 


14 | LAVENDER | JULY 30-AUGUST 12, 2020 


DRS Counseling 


Daniel R. Sullivan MA, LPC, BCAS 


Licensed Professional Counselor/ 
Certified Addiction Studies 


ў Addictions-Grief-Depression-Anxiety-HIV 
СС Relationships-Couples/Poly/PreMarifal 


Office-Virtual TeleCounseling 2 ( 612 ) 345-7214 
SmartphoneVideo Chat á 
Korean BBQ 2939 Hennepin Ave South 


218-994-1596 
saad ија Minneapolis, MN 55408 
drscounseling@gmail.com 


WWW. MYDRSCO ELING.COM 8: @HOBANUPTOWN 
Individual-Couples-PreMarital-Poly 


are what 
make life interesting. 


them is 
what makes life 


Don't miss out on the 
ofa 
lifetime in the 


MINNESOTA 


NATIONAL 


GUARD 


NationalGuard.com/MN 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


1 


With the news last month that Broadway would officially be closed 
the remainder of 2020, the question is will other large theatres follow 
suit? Many touring shows from the Ordway and Hennepin Theatre Trust 
have announced rescheduled dates which means we are still, unfortu- 
nately, streaming theatre from home. Thankfully there are a ton of new 
choices for us to watch from the comfort of our homes so we can con- 
tinue to social distance. 


HAMILTON: AN AMERICAN MUSICAL 
Disney+ 

The news has been on the horizon since last year that Disney had ob- 
tained the exclusive streaming rights to the musical Hamilton. What was 
originally supposed to air in 2021, had moved up to be released this year 
at the beginning of July. The professionally recorded film includes the 
original cast including creator Lin-Manuel Miranda, Phillipa Soo, Leslie 
Odom, Jr., Daveed Diggs and Renee Elise Goldberry. 

I’ve been privileged enough to see it when the touring cast came to 
Minneapolis a few years ago but I’m pretty excited to see the original 
cast. There’s a reason why this show won 11 Tony awards, eight Drama 
Desk awards and a Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 


FUNNY GIRL 
Broadway HD 

I've talked about this streaming service before because it’s truly the 
closest many of us will get to Broadway shows. The streaming service 
will now be the home of London's West End revival of Funny Girl. Origi- 
nally starring Barbra Streisand, this one stars Sheridan Smith as the lov- 


)WAY 
ON DEMAND 


able and hilarious Fanny Brice. Funny Girl is a semi-biographical plot 
that is based on Brice, a film actress and comedian and features songs 
including I’m the Greatest Star and Doesn’t Rain on my Parade. 

If you haven’t seen this before I highly suggest watching it as well 
as the movie. It’s a musical that truly doesn’t get revived often by local 
theatre companies so whenever I get a chance to see it, I try my best to. 


SUNDAY IN THE PARK WITH GEORGE 
Broadway HD 

Another fantastic addition to Broadway HD is Sunday in the Park 
with George. This Stephen Sondheim musical is a classic that is inspired 
by the French painter George Seurat and his painting A Sunday After- 
noon on the Island of La Grande Jatte. To be able to witness the original 
cast of Bernadette Peters and Mandy Patinkin sing the intricate lyrics 
that Sondheim has written is truly a decadent treat. 


THE SPONGEBOB MUSICAL: LIVE ON STAGE 


Amazon Prime 

In December of 2019, a filmed version of the musical aired on Nick- 
elodeon and reunited members of the original cast. Alright, I know what 
you're thinking, SpongeBob? Really, Brett? I know. I thought so too. 
However the SpongeBob Musical is actually pretty darn cute. Seeing the 
original cast and show on Broadway was one of the most fun experi- 
ences Гуе had at the theatre. The music, written by a variety of A-list 
stars including David Bowie, Panic! At the Disco, Cyndi Lauper and Sara 
Bareilles, is very catchy. All I can say is give it a chance! ll 
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Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 


M 


Ending Veteran Homelessness in Minnesota 


Social distancing means we 
need to increase our 
compassion and connection 
to our most vulnerable 
communities. 


At the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak in Minnesota, MACV knew of 276 
Veterans without a home. Changes to our “new normal” are causing closures and 
restrictions which create additional barriers to stability for Veterans, their families, 
and hundreds of others who have served. Our Veterans remain resilient, but often 
live with low financial security and struggle to find or maintain safe housing. 

-U4 In this time of uncertainty, MACV expects to see an increased need for the 
following support: 


JERRY A BURG . Basic needs such as shelter and food 


. Employment 


ATTO RNEY AT LAW . Legal advisement 
e Transportation 
Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


Please consider serving the Veterans in your community. Contact us 
today if you need help at 651-370-9764 or text “COVIDRELIEFMN” to 44321 


Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization that has been 


dedicated to helping Minnesota Veterans since 1990. 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 


1000 University Ave. St. Paul | www.MAC-V.org 


INTEGRITY IN EVERY DETAIL 


BESPOKE HOMES 


612.590.8099  Ador-Homes.com LIC #761771 
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A NEW 
GOLDEN 


ERA 


Instant, mood-setting music—the sounds that used 
to hold together a social gathering, or sell out the dining 
room of the local jazz club... well, it’s back. 


As a girl, Leslie Vincent lived the bounce- 
around life of an army brat. Growing up, she 
moved around the East Coast of the U.S., and 
she spent time in the United Kingdom. Leslie 
saw her first stage performance in the West 
End and she was hooked—Leslie begged her 
parents to put her in any voice, dance, and act- 
ing class she could find. 

Leslie cut her teeth on the stage, perform- 
ing with Artistry, History Theatre, Old Log 
Theatre, Park Square Theatre, Theatre Elision, 
Sidekick Theatre, and Umbrella Collective. 
Musically, she’s played Crooners Dunsmore 
Room, Dakota Jazz Club, the Turf Club, and 
is a regular at St. Joan of Arc’s yearly cabaret. 
Leslie is half of the jazz duo, The Champagne 
Drops, and she writes her own, intelligently- 
humored music. 


2020 saw the release of Leslie’s debut al- 
bum. These Foolish Things delivers lively, 
band-backed tracks with Leslie’s golden- 
era voice stealing the show. Leslie was kind 
enough to sit down and talk her music and her 
album release: 

You have a lot of experience perform- 
ing live—how does that differ from record- 
ing an album? 

There’s a learning curve. When you’re on 
stage, you learn to let things go; you make a 
mistake, you let it go...and recording is a lot of 
monotony and a lot of listening to yourself and 
saying, OK, what if I did this? I was very anal 
about the whole process. You know, I wanted 
everything to be exactly how I wanted it to be. 
I would do maybe 10 takes, then sit and listen. 

What is the recording process? 


Continued on page 20 
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We would [record] in sections. With jazz, you 
usually have one time through the song, instru- 
mental, back to the bridge or b-section, to the end 
of the song. We would record the first section of 
singing, feel how we wanted it and moved through 
the song. We laid down the band first, so we 
made what are called scratch vocals where I sang 
with the band, basically making my own karaoke 
tracks... 

Where did you record the album 

We were at IPR, the Institute of Production and 
Recording. 

Have you been able to perform this album 
live at all (with COVID-19 restrictions) 

No, I haven't... August 10th, ГИ be performing 
it live for the first time. 

Where? 

Krooner's. They're doing these drive-in shows 
where you drive up and you can sit outside of your 
car and listen. It's super cute. 

Who is this album for? 

My future children. I want them to know I was 
cool before I was their mom, and I've been reflect- 
ing a lot about legacy. I think, as you get older, 
legacy becomes more important. 

... The original reason I started this project was 
because people asked for it. [People] would ask, 
‘do you have an album?’ After a while I thought: 
‘this is sort of dumb that I don't have an album; 
I should have some kind of recording.' I wanted 
some sort of record of like, hey, we made this ver- 
sion of the song. You can't find this version of this 
song, but we made it, you know... 

Idid this; I made this. Hopefully, my kids listen. 

You host a Monday night live show (Face- 
book, 7 p.m.), any plans you can share? 

I do have plans... it's a really tricky situation 
(streaming music). None of these platforms are 
set up to stream music... It just doesn't work. 

I have a dream. A really good friend of mine 
who comes to all my shows—I call him my heck- 
ler because he always heckles me; it's really cute. 
He's a big TV buff and I want to do a show that's 
all TV theme songs. And then he would talk about 
the shows, but I think he'd have to come over. So 
I'm like, is there a way we can safely do that? ...I 
think it could be cute. 

I see you're planning a wedding... 

We were supposed to get married this Satur- 
day—that was our O.G. wedding date. We decided 
to push it out for a year because my fiancée is a 
schoolteacher and so the summer is really the 
time we want to get married so we can have a nice 
honeymoon and celebrate. We were super lucky 
to just make a decision back in March, so all of 
our vendors came with us. You know, it'll be really 
the same wedding, just a year out. We wanted to 
celebrate with our friends and family. И 
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Leslie performs at the Surf Ballroom. Photo by Steve Diamond 
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COMMUNITY BY HOLLY PETERSON | PHOTOS COURTESY OF NASIR ABDI-OMAR 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


One of the most quintessential parts of be- 
ing queer, unfortunately, is feeling like we do 
not fit in. Although our government, schools, 
places of worship, and society in general are 
slowly making progress towards equality, the 
sad truth is that most of us can point to at least 
one time when we swallowed some aspect of 
our identity in an attempt to fit in. Queer com- 
munities often offer space where we can be our 
authentic selves, but it is not uncommon to ex- 
perience gatekeeping in queer circles as well. 

Nasir Abdi-Omar, a queer Somali-American 
who lives in Minneapolis, has experienced 
this catch-22 first-hand. "Tve had to deal with 
ignorance on both sides," he explains, "Being 
a queer Somali person in the Twin Cities some- 
times can be alienating...I’m too western for 
Somalis and too eastern for white, gay Amer- 
ica." Abdi-Omar's Somali heritage is just as 
much a part of him as his queer identity, which 
is just as much a part of him as his American- 
ness. Compromising any of these identities for 
the sake of the others is not a sacrifice that he 
can make while remaining true to himself. 

“I love so many things about Somali cul- 
ture." Abdi-Omar says, “[T]he sense of com- 
munity, food, and the witty banter,” he pauses, 
"The disconnect with my heritage came to me 
at an older age." That disconnect was directly 
related to coming out. "The notion of queer- 
ness isn't necessarily accepted in Somali cul- 
ture," he explains. Despite that, "there are 
plenty of openly gay Somalis in the Twin Cit- 
ies [and] more that are uncomfortable coming 
out." 

Abdi-Omar personally has found commu- 
nity through networking groups like Quorum, 
and is quick to say that he enjoys places like the 
Saloon and the Eagle. However, it took a while 
to find a place where he could fully express his 
queerness alongside his Somali heritage. 

Enter Queer Somalis, or QS, an online 
group created in late 2018, by a Somali-Amer- 
ican known simply as Del. *Del didn't feel like 
we had a platform as queer Somalis to build 
community," Abdi-Omar says, so Del took ini- 
tiative and began building that space himself, 
with Abdi-Omar at his side as a co-founder. "It's 
a digital platform used for queer Somalis glob- 
ally to connect, build community, exchange 
ideas, showcase art, and assist with emergency 
funding if someone is in a dangerous situation," 
Abdi-Omar explains. 

“For privacy reasons you have to be added 
by someone already in the group," Del ex- 
plains, which means that every member of QS 
has joined through a friend or family member. 
“I think I added less than 10 folks to the group 
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initially," Del says. Needless to say, the group 
has snowballed since then, quickly increasing 
in both size and scope. 

QS's mission to keep members safe and 
their information secure is part of why QS has 
spread so effectively. Having a safe space to ex- 
plore the intersection of queer and Somali iden- 
tities is invaluable to people not only in the local 
Minnesota queer scene, but around the globe. 
"Since QS launched, we have had Somali LG- 
BTQIA+ members from all over the world join,” 
says Abdi-Omar. 

Connecting with peers who understand 
the niche experience of being both Somali 
and queer is as validating as it is empowering, 
which is the other key contributing factor to 
the success QS has experienced and why it was 
created in the first place. “Reaching out to the 
community and people who understood exactly 
what I experienced was so beneficial to me. I 
wanted to find that support in one place, for 
myself and others," Del says. 

On top of being a community uniquely suit- 
ed to provide a forum for shared experiences 
and emotional support, QS provides its mem- 
bers with access to information and assistance 
that can be difficult to come by on an individual 


basis. “We have shared resources, articles, 
videos, personal testimonials, and more to sup- 
port one another," Del explains, “During the 
pandemic, we started zoom chats and started 
to connect faces with names." 

'These Zoom meetings have inspired Abdi- 
Omar and Del to consider what the next chap- 
ter for QS will look like. “We are in the works 
of transforming [QS] from a platform to an or- 
ganization,” says Abdi-Omar. Del adds, “We've 
discussed doing an in-person conference... 
when the pandemic is over I think that can be- 
come a reality for us.” 

Clearly, QS has a bright future. The group 
began as an invaluable online resource and it 
is turning into an organization that will connect 
its members in the real world as well. Most 
importantly, QS continues to give its members 
space to be authentically themselves. As we all 
know, personal authenticity is not always easy, 
but finding communities that give us the tools 
to understand ourselves and live every facet of 
our personal truth sure helps. 

“People will say what they want, but at the 
end of the day I choose to be myself,” Abdi- 
Omar says, “and that is and will always be a 


Queer Somali American." Й 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


BIPOC Leatherfolk, 


Interview with members of Twin Cities 
Spectrum, Part 2 

This issue's Leather Life column continues 
the discussion started last issue with members 
of Twin Cities Spectrum, “a club by people of 


color across the age, ability, sexual orientation, 


and gender identity spectrum, interested in 
leather and kink." 

Two other clubs were mentioned during 
this conversation. They are Twin Cities Sirens, 
"an inclusive leather club for trans women and 
trans-feminine individuals," and Twin Cities T- 
Rexx, “a leather club for trans masculine iden- 
tified people." 

(Interview has been edited and condensed.) 

Do you feel welcome and included at 
community events? What could the com- 
munity do to be more welcoming and in- 
clusive? 

Roxanne Anderson: Im kind of like 
laughing and shaking my head because this 
is, you know, one of the reasons why there is 
Sirens and T-Rexx and Spectrum. Historically, 
because of racism, misogyny, sexism, white su- 
premacy—sometimes those spaces in the larg- 
er community, be it leather or just the larger 


queer community, don't feel super-welcoming 


to us. 
y : © . Image courtesy of 
Whiskey: I think if the community as а Twin Cities Spectrum 
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whole was interested, they would show up to 
meetings and events that were held by the 
smaller clubs. It speaks for itself, I think. 

Ivan Nunez: I think the gay community at 
large needs to really make the effort, to Whis- 
key's point, to consciously get out of their 
comfort zone and reach out to people. It's go- 
ing to require us to open our circles to oth- 
ers that are different than us. It's not only that 
we as people of color may not feel welcome in 
some spaces and events, it's that our commu- 
nity at large is not very welcoming to people. І 
think that we have a great opportunity here to 
make it better not only for people of color but 
for everyone. 

At least for me, thriving means we partici- 
pate equally and extensively as clubs, as title- 
holders, as organizers for events, as making 
a difference in our community—that we are 
seen, that our voices are heard and valued. 

Danielle Nevels: And keep in mind when 
we bring up issues like this, we're not saying 
the community is bad and will always be bad. 
We want it to change. We want to be a part of 
this community. That's why we bring up things 
like this. 

IN: We also have to keep in mind how much 
of a pioneer the Minnesota leather community 
has been. Look at how most of our leather con- 
tests have been diversified and how the rules 
have changed to make them accessible to a 
broad demographic in our community. These 
things are so, so unique for leather in general 
around the country. T-Rexx and Sirens are the 


only clubs of their type in the nation. There 
are other clubs around the country for people 
of color, but focused on our transgender com- 
munity, not many. So we are doing great things 
here. 

What do you want other members of 
the leather/BDSM/fetish community to 
know about you as individuals and Twin 
Cities Spectrum as a club? 

Ashley Scott: We are dressed like you. 
There's no difference—we act just like any 
other club. Give us a chance, come meet the 
members, pledge if you want to and, you know, 
come support us. 

How do you all feel about voting? We 
have elections coming up. Is it worth vot- 
ing, or do you feel it's not going to make 
any difference? 

W: Excuse my language, but fucking vote. 
My life depends on it. So many other people's 
lives depend on it. You gotta vote. 

AS: Yeah, you gotta vote, even if you have 
just given up on everything and think, I’m not 
gonna vote because it's not going to change 
anything. That's why things aren't changing— 
because you're not helping people make the 
change. You definitely need to vote so that you 
can be heard. 

DN: I would say vote, but don't let that be 
the end. 

Anna Meyer: Voting is one piece of what 
everybody should be doing. We have a system 
that's in place that impacts our lives daily, and 
those of our communities. It's important that 


we make the system that's here the best it can 
be. 

I'm going to add that folks should get count- 
ed for the census. It's really important for folks 
to vote and also to participate in the census and 
not leave us undercounted or underrepresent- 
ed anywhere. 

RA: Vote, fill out your census and get to 
know your elected officials. The democratic 
process is one that we can access more than 
when it's time to vote. Make sure that your 
elected officials know how you stand. It's 
important. That's how they make their deci- 
sions. 

IN: Yeah, 100 percent vote, and vote every 
single time. Vote for your club leadership, your 
neighborhood organization, your school board, 
vote for everything. Change happens in your 
immediate local community, so it's not just vot- 
ing in the national elections. It is voting in the 
things that sometimes affect us the most. 

Final thoughts? 

AS: When this [the killing of George Floyd 
and subsequent protests] happened I was sit- 
ting in my living room with my dog, tears 
streaming down my face, because I had noticed 
I had stopped walking my dog in fear of things 
going on. Because of where I live, and me be- 
ing a black man, I have to be scared walking 
at a certain time because of the color of my 
skin. Other people cannot grasp that concept, 
but the fact that they can't grasp that concept 
means that there's something wrong. И 
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| —— Rainbow Families has been hosting conferences for the LGBTQ- family community TUBES 
| " "== for sixteen years, and not even GOVID-19 can stop their pride. 


Attendees gather for 
a town hall meeting. 
Photo by Darren Vance 
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Family is everything. Whether it comes in 
the form of supportive parents, siblings, ex- 
tended relatives, neighbors, or new friends, 
family is an essential part of the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity. Through the annual Rainbow Families 
conferences, the LGBTQ+ family community 
is able to gather information, collaborate, and 
make connections with existing families, pro- 
spective parents, and allies alike. This year’s 
conference, which will take place virtually on 
August 8 and 9, will look a bit different than 
past years but will still offer the same crucial 
information, resources, and connections. 

“In 2004, Rainbow Families held our first 
‘Family Conference & Gathering,’ offering 
workshops for LGBTQ+ parents. The goal was 
to provide information on legal roadblocks, 
pathways to parenthood, to identify safe/ 
friendly schools and medical providers for our 
children, and more,” says Darren Vance, Rain- 
bow Families executive director. “It was a joint 
effort with Washington D.C.’s Whitman Walker 
Clinic, and to the best of our knowledge, it was 
the first of its kind in the United States. Over 
the years, this grew in size and reputation, in- 
cluding opportunities to connect with LGBTQ+ 
businesses and service providers, a robust kids 
camp, and more.” 

Sixteen years after the conferences first 


began, Vance says the need for them has re- 
mained unchanged. 

“Our conference provides vital information 
on legal issues, race and culture, family build- 
ing, educating and raising our families, cele- 
brating our queer children, and being engaged 
allies. This aligns with the Rainbow Families 
mission; for thirty years, we have offered edu- 
cation courses, support groups, empowerment, 
and events for the community,” Vance says. 

Each year, Rainbow Families works to pro- 
vide timely, relevant programming, especially 
during its annual conference. This year, they 
are offering important new workshops includ- 
ing discussions on anti-racist advocacy, teach- 
ing kids to become good allies, to have a posi- 
tive body image, find the best college culture 
for your teen, and—back by demand—the 
“Finding Intimacy After Parenthood” course. 

“Of course, we have a few of our favorites 
each year, such as an introduction to adoption, 
assisted reproductive technology A to Z, par- 
entage laws, and more,” Vance says. “This year, 
we are proud to honor Ellen Kahn, not only as 
a speaker but as a recipient of our second an- 
nual Hero of the Year award. Ellen was one 
of the founders of Rainbow Families and has 
dedicated her career to advancing LGBTQ+ 
families. She is one of those unsung heroes, 


Continued on page 28 
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doing tireless work in the background for our 
community nationwide." 

Another of this year's speakers will be Mon- 
daire Jones, a Black, gay activist, nonprofit 
leader, and attorney who has recently entered 
the political world. He will deliver messages 
of perseverance and hope. Race and diversity 
expert Beth Wheeler will also offer a powerful 
presentation on implicit bias, white privilege, 
and white identity. 

^We'll also be hearing from Minnesota Rep- 
resentative Angie Craig, who is a lesbian, mar- 
ried, and a mom," Vance says. 

With this year's conference being interrupt- 
ed by the coronavirus pandemic, Vance says 
they have had to come up with an entirely new 
plan for the community event. 

"Our 2020 conference had been scheduled 
for May, which naturally had to be postponed. 
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For a moment, we considered canceling out- 
right this year, but the community spoke up 
and told us that they very much wanted our 
conference this year," Vance says. "We had a 
choice—retreat and hope things get better, or 
pivot... adjust... I feel we made the best choice 
for Rainbow Families and for our community." 

'To protect community members and ensure 
safety for everyone who wants to participate in 
this year's Rainbow Families conference, this 
year's conference will be virtual, but the em- 
powerment and education will be just as strong 
and vital as previous years. 

"Certainly, we value personal connections. 
We need them. Especially because we're not 
always welcome, much less celebrated in our 
everyday lives. Being realistic, however, a vir- 
tual conference offers convenience for attend- 
ees, allows people to join from anywhere in the 


ИШ CREATE 


DSAVE HANGE 50 
кро" 


country," he says. "While there are several un- 
knowns still, I envision this virtual format will 
continue as a national program, and we'll work 
to offer our in-person events, groups, and net- 
working opportunities in local communities." 

Due to the online nature of this year's con- 
ference, the registration fee is significantly less 
than ever before, at a more than 5096 discount. 
One registration fee includes one log-on, but 
you could have more than one person viewing 
from your screen, laptop or phone. No need to 
register or pay for two people. 

If you miss a workshop on Saturday, 
or would just like to rewatch one, you can 
play the recording of any workshop for no 
additional charge all day Sunday. For more 
information or to register for the Rainbow 
Families conference, visit rainbowfami- 
liesconference.org. Й 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


ISHERWOOD IN 
TRANSIT 
Ed. James J. Berg and Chris Freeman 


University of Minnesota Press 
$27 


This book follows up Berg and 
Freeman’s 2015 The American Ish- 
erwood. There, they assessed him 
as an American writer (achieving 
citizenship in 1946); here, contribu- 
tors explore the decades Isherwood 
spent wandering, geographically 
and spiritually. The seventeen es- 
says resulted from a conference 
after the opening of Isherwood’s 
vast archive at The Huntington, and 
approach Isherwood in light of his 
peripatetic days and his continuing 
spiritual, Vedantic explorations of 
the spirit. Xenobe Purvis’s “A Faith 
of Personal Sincerity” and Wendy 
Moffat's “The Archival “P” both ex- 
amine Isherwood’s friendship with 
E.M. Forster, one examining debt 
to individualism, the other focusing 
on the “future of queer biography.” 
Other participants include Barrie 
Jean Borich, Robert L. Caserio, Cal- 
vin W. Keogh, and Edmund White. 
Be sure to read Christopher Bram’s 
excellent foreword. 


THE VULTURE KING 
Nikki Turner Blkdog Publishing 
$12.99 


An exciting YA read; as intrepid 
young protagonists seek liberation 
from and vengeance upon the all- 
powerful Vulture King. Orphaned 
Aram is a blind, outcast Veldera, 
seeing through his sharp-eyed com- 
panion magpie; blindness the price 
of magic power, his radix. Hired and 
sheltered by a village farmer, Bayre, 
Aram uses his power to rescue a 
mute Velderan girl. Bayre helps 
them escape to a hidden band of Vel- 
dera resistors. Aram, Bina, commu- 
nicating through her dove, and Tai, 
a foundling raised by Bayre, set out 
across the Barrens. Aram learns his 
mother is alive, the Vulture King’s 
captive. Circumstance dictates Aram 
is the only hope for all the peoples. 
Will Aram’s untested powers suf 
fice? Bravery, betrayal, selflessness, 
uses of disability collide. A thought- 
ful read for parlous times. 
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Not all heroes wear capes 


ONCE UPON A TIME I 
LIVED ON MARS 


Kate Greene 
St. Martin's Press 
$27.99 

In 2013, Green went to live on 
Mars. Well, as close as she could 
get then: NASA's Mars analogue, 
HI-SEAS, perched high up in a dome 
on Hawai’i’s Mauna Loa volcano. At 
8,000 feet above sea level, Green and 
five fellow “astronauts” spent four 
isolated months trying out aspects 
of the ^What do they do once they 
get out onto the ground?" question. 
To assess the Martian quotidian, 
they tested anti-microbial clothing, 
evaluated food systems, charted 
sleep patterns and psychological 
stressors astronauts will encounter 
throughout their projected 2-year 
voyage. The eleven essays here 
showcase Green's talents as a laser 
physicist, essayist and teaching fel- 
low in the writing department at Co- 
lumbia University. 


WHITE NIGHT 
JJ. Marsh 
Prewett Bielmann 
$12.99 

With the keen mind of a retired 
Scotland Yard detective, Beatrice 
Stubbs should find wedding plan- 
ning a piece of cake. Not so. An 
emergency in Finland offers re- 
prieve; Berenice and assistant Theo 
are off, amid promises of swift 
return. Two teenage anti- nuclear 
protestors have disappeared. Perpe- 
trated by a polluting industrialist, or 
a Gaia Warrior PR stunt? But indus- 
try brass hired Beatrice, while the 
boy's parents claim his life depends 
on daily meds. Leaked information 
ruins Beatrice's police creds, time 
is passing, a storm is rising off the 
coast, and frantic calls are coming in 
from home. Brit Nordic Noir. Marsh 
holds the tension, ratchets up the 
game, interleaving anguish with 
flashes of humor. The denouement 
leaves one breathless, assuring 
Theo a berth in Number 11. Й 
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JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


GENESI 


We're all in pain 

We all hurt so much 

Some of us, centuries longer than others 
Some of us, millennia 

Some 

have learned to laugh about it 
Others have learned to lash 
Harm is never intended 

Until it is. 

Hurts either way. 

The worst thing I could imagine 
Was to cause him pain 

To hurt him 

To make him cry 


My imagination is powerful. 


My memory 


и CALL 612-436-4660 


Istay away from people 


to speak with a sales executive 
Т and reserve your space today. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 ог email advertising 9 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 824-6464 

www.oneheartland.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee clinic that also 
accepts insurance & assistance programs. 
Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 

Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 


stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 


Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout 
the year. Visit our website to subscribe 
and receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
infoGDiscoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, 
and other resources for runaway and 
homeless youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


After a Century of Service - 


We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


| Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls - 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 
Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
(612) 718-3966 
elizabeth@cypressroadltc.com 


GUN SHOPS 


ШЕ: YOUR TARGET? EN 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff Е 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


REAL ESTATE 
Neng ahlar cae 


COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


com 


© 612.387.3985 

е CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 

© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 
HomeServices 


DAKE SIRELE DWELLING 


A new affordable 
apartment community — 
coming tothe m.s 
Lyn-Lake E 
neighborhood Y 
Fall 2020. = 
(612) 688-9296 


www.lakestreetdwelling.com 


Quantities Limited - Restrictions Apply 
Income Compliance Required 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals (і 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


TIMBER: > 
GOLF COURSE 


9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 


BOOK & PAY ONLINE 
WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


On the Level Travel 


GREAT DEALS NOW! 
Including on 2021 Travel 


Your warm weather 
destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 
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Advertise your business іп 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


THE FATE OF THE REPUBLIC 


On my 2020 calendar is a date: November 
3. It’s been circled since way back in mid-2019, 
when the calendar had nothing but blank 
spaces. It’s a day for me, a transgender woman, 
and for the trans community at large, that will 
determine whether we're erased from society's 
view entirely. 

I know, that sounds awfully end-of-worldly 
to some reading this. Here she goes again... 

As if I really needed a reminder about the 
importance of our next presidential election, 
the nudge came in the form of a newsflash 
about the U.S. Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services removing healthcare protections 
for transgender people. I saw the news late on 
the afternoon of June 12; I was alone and fa- 
tigued from a week of Zoom meetings. 

As I read that doctors, nurses, therapists, 
and anyone else associated with healthcare is 
now free to discriminate against trans people, 
and that health insurers might be free to ex- 
clude us from coverage too, I was immediately 
thrown into despondency. That's truly the only 
word for it: Despondent. 

It was so bad that I did something that I nev- 
er do—I reached out to someone for support. 
'Thank god my dear friend Vanessa, another 
transwoman, picked up. It was that urgent. She 
talked me off a ledge, literally. 

For sure, l've experienced my share of 
healthcare marginalization—after thirty years 
of continuous healthcare coverage while I pre- 
sented as a male, my health insurer dropped 
me in 2010 simply because I came out as 
trans. Then there was the nurse who lessened 
me (“Is Ellen really your legal name?"), mul- 
tiple providers who have misgendered me as 
if it was nothing, and additionally, as I wrote 
about two years ago, I encountered a Twin 
Cities gastroenterology practice that saw fit to 
label me as *male" even as I wore a delightful 
sundress and presented a driver's license with 
an “F” on it. 

Heck, even my current internist (whom 
I love for her grace and compassion) has a 
record-keeping system that just can't get past 
the awful-but-nonetheless-true fact that I was 
born with male genes. Still, I know my expe- 
rience is absolutely nothing compared to what 
many trans people have endured where provid- 
ers just simply refuse to let them in the door. 
Or, if they make it that far, who ostracize trans 
people to their faces, feeding into selfhatred 
and despair. 

All of this is made more urgent because of 
my age. In a year and a half, ГЇЇ be on Medi- 
care. In other words, the chief oppressor of 
transgender humans will be in total control 
of whether I get healthcare or not. If the 2020 
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election goes the wrong way, who knows what 
restrictions might be imposed on transgender 
Medicare recipients? 

Even worse, as I’m learning, since Medi- 
care only covers about 70 percent of healthcare 
costs, there's the necessity of having supple- 
mental insurance. What if those supplemental 
insurers decide that simply being trans consti- 
tutes a “preexisting condition," thus barring 
trans folks from purchasing coverage? If the 
HHS and those who support marginalizing 
trans people have their way, I think this is a 
very real risk. Then what? If I think about “then 
what?" too much, my head will explode. 

Three days after my despondency over the 
HHS announcement set in, the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided the Bostock case, holding that 
"sex" under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 included gender and sexual identities. No 
longer can LGBTQ people be fired for being 
out at work. The victory did much to lift the 
cloud of emotional misery that had enveloped 
me. 

But it didn't allay my fears entirely. 

I am well aware of how humans become 
fatigued at some point, after enduring barrage 
upon barrage of emotion-sapping words, we 
retreat to self-preservation, forsaking any hint 
of idealism—which lends to someone, some 
horrible thing, taking control. Simply put, we 
surrender. It happened in Nazi Germany. It 
happened in Rwanda. It happened in Bosnia. 
And, it’s happening in America right now, in 
real time. 

Why would we think Americans are any dif- 
ferent from other humans? All of which gets 
us back to November 3, 2020. The polls have 
my presidential candidate up by double digits. 
James Carville, the great political pundit, re- 
cently declared that the current White House 
occupant doesn't have a chance at reelection. 
My people are feeling good. 

While Td like to be optimistic, I’m anything 
but. We can't have voters sitting at home think- 
ing this sucker is won. Just 70,000 sat home 
last time around, which put America squarely 
where it is now. In short: circle November 3 
and vote. Mail it in or go in person. Tell every- 
one you know that they too, must vote. Then 
ensure that they do. 

The fate of the Republic depends on it. Й 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 


gmail.com. 
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TOGETHER WHILE APART FOR PRIDE 


To be a sponsor of Lavender's 2021 Pride @ Home Parties, please contact barry@lavendermagazine.com 
To host one of Lavender's 2021 Pride @ Home Parties, please contact linda@lavendermagazine.com 
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SUBARU 


—- — wie чё, у | 
Subaru is donating 50 million meals to help 


feed people in need during the COVID-19 crisis: 


*$1 helps provide at least 10 meals secured by Feeding America on behalf of local member food banks. 


Love is now 
bigger than ever. 


The 2020 Subaru Ascent. The biggest Subaru SUV ever with room for up to 8 passengers. 
Choice of second-row captain's chairs or bench seating. Standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology, and standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + up to 27 mpg. 


pe асас 


7801 LYNDALE AVENUE 5. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


